
Recent Graduate - Spinning the 
final web - enhance the HDR 
writing process

Dr Lesley Friend

Wednesday 29th September 2021

5
3



In this presentation we will

• Consider some ways and mechanics we might use 
to write a thesis that has coherence

• Consider a framework for working across your 

thesis so that it sticks together



What is a thesis and how hard can it be?

• And extended argument…

• Demonstrates logical, structured, and defensible reasoning based 

on credible and verifiable evidence … [that] makes an original 

contribution to knowledge (Evans et al., 2011, p. 1) 

• Many doctoral candidates worry about writing their thesis (Thomson 

& Kamler, 2016).

• DISCUSSION: What’s one thing I worry about or 

think I might worry about when writing my thesis?



I asked recent doctoral students …three 
questions about writing a coherent thesis

MAINTAINING THE 
OVERALL THREAD OF 

WHAT I WAS DOING AND 
KEEPING ABREAST OF 

EACH ELEMENT OF THE 
THESIS.

I FEEL THIS WAS NOT 
SUCH A BIG PROBLEM 
FOR ME. I USED MANY 
OTHER COMPLETED 

THESIS DOCUMENTS AS 
A SCAFFOLD/SKELETON 
FROM WHICH TO WORK. 
OBVIOUSLY, THE WORK 
WAS DIFFERENT, BUT 
THE STRUCTURE THE 

SAME.

IF I CAN'T EXPLAIN IT 
SIMPLY, I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND IT WELL 
ENOUGH. THIS IS 

REQUIRING A LOT OF 
WORK TO INCREASE 
CLARITY WITHIN AND 

AMONGST CHAPTERS.

I WOULD ATTEND TO 
PURCHASING THE MOST 
UPDATED VERSION OF 
THE APA MANUAL AND 

FOLLOWING APA 
REFERENCING 

GUIDELINES MUCH 
EARLIER TO ENSURE 

COHERENCE.



What is coherence?
In writing, it is 
provided by a clear 
and understood 
structuring of 
paragraphs and 
sentences.

• Coherence is a quality in writing and means that: 

• The reader can easily understand it

• The reader can see that everything is logically 
arranged and connected

• Relevance to the central focus of the essay is 
maintained throughout

• Everything flows smoothly

• A text makes sense through the organisation of 
its content 

• ‘Cohesion, a way, … ‘A unity of thought revealed through 
the way ideas and information are presented’ (Turner et 

al., 2011, p. 41).



Working towards coherence: using 
wide and close supports

• WIDE (using organisers to connect concepts across the 
thesis) 

• Mind maps or diagrams
• CCFRQ
• Just the RQ
• Chapter overviews
• What else?

• CLOSE (using language to connect ideas within the thesis) 
• Word
• Clause
• Paragraph
• Sections and chapters



WIDE
Use a mind map 
or a diagram to 
conceptualise
and plan your 
thesis: What 
might yours 
look like? 



WIDE - CCFRQ strategy: here’s mine, what 
about yours?

• Context

• Central Focus

• Research Question

C = globalisation and schooling

CF = cultural differences and sociomateriality

RQ = How are cultural differences positioned in 
the lower primary classrooms in two different 
nations in the context of globalisation? 



WIDE: Chapter 
overview - a useful 
and dynamic 
reminder
What might yours 
look like?

1 provides a rationale for this research with respect to examining how 
cultural differences are positioned in two distinct lower primary classrooms 
in two different countries

2 reviews the literature, relevant to this research, in three pivotal and 
intersecting concepts—globalisation, cultural differences and 
sociomateriality. The focus for this research lies in the overlap and 
interrelations of  these three categories.

3 provides a detailed overview and elaboration of  the three theoretical 
frames for this research—the notion of  place as globalised, socially 
dynamic and power-filled the theory of  structuration, including the 
structuring dimensions of  domination, signification and legitimation and 
the concept of  sociomateriality 

4 describes the methodology, which is guided by critical ethnography
5 presents the research analysis and findings in two parts that relate to the 

first two research sub-questions
6 answers the third research sub-question and provides a theoretical 

discussion with respect to the findings for the overarching research 
question

7 summarises the results outlined in chapters Five and Six and reviews the 
overall aims of  the research. Further, contextualises the study in the 
literature, presents limitations of  this research, implications for practice 
and recommendations, and last, arguments of  significance.



CLOSE: Writing a coherent thesis that 
guides the reader

(Thomson & Kamler, 2016, p. 201) 



Working CLOSELY with language within the thesis

CONTEXT for writing: logical, structured, and 
defensible reasoning

USING LANGUAGE for coherence: the 
mechanics for forming a unified whole

Ø Words
Ø Clauses
Ø Paragraphs
Ø Sections
Ø Chapters

How can we ensure 
that all the written parts 
of the thesis have 
consistency and 
coherence?
Here is one way to 
conceptualise
coherence …

Context/text model of 
thesis
(Adapted from 
Fairclough, 1992)



https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/sites/default/file
s/Coherence_linking_words_2014_Accessible.pdf

https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/sites/default/files/Coherence_linking_words_2014_Accessible.pdf


Creating coherence at the 
paragraph level

• To read a paragraph coherently requires:
• A topic sentence that indicates the main idea
• Each background and final sentence to reflect the 

main idea proposed in the topic sentence
• The same point of view or focus is maintained 

across the paragraph by using repetitions of exact or 
variations of focus words and labelling techniques to 
refer backwards and forwards. 

(Turner et al., 2011, pp. 124-125)



(Turner et al., 2011, pp. 124-125)



Creating coherence at the section and chapter 
level

(Thompson and Kamler, 2016, p. 201)



View your writing as a communication 
exercise…telling us about the wonder of 
your research

• Write often

• Rewrite often

• See your writing as part of the research 
journey

• Invite others to read short passages

• Seek support when you need

• And remember…

(O’Leary, 2009, p. 353)



Comments, questions, ideas…Wrap up



Useful resources

• APA blog: (https://apastyle.apa.org/blog )
• Thesaurus and dictionary – I use Macquarie: 

https://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/
• Pat Thompson thesis blog: (https://patthomson.net/category/thesis/ )

• The Thesis Whisperer: (https://thesiswhisperer.com/2021/05/05/how-
to-make-your-dissertation-speak-to-experts/ )

• The University of Manchester Academic Phrase Book: 
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/

• 6 tips for sentence length: https://www.enago.com/academy/how-to-
optimize-sentence-length-in-academic-writing/

• Coherence – Linking words and phrases: 
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/sites/default/files/Coherence_li
nking_words_2014_Accessible.pdf

• Using conjunctions: 
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/218631/Linking_r
eporting_words.pdf

https://apastyle.apa.org/blog
https://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/
https://patthomson.net/category/thesis/
https://thesiswhisperer.com/2021/05/05/how-to-make-your-dissertation-speak-to-experts/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.enago.com/academy/how-to-optimize-sentence-length-in-academic-writing/
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/sites/default/files/Coherence_linking_words_2014_Accessible.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/218631/Linking_reporting_words.pdf
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